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Submission to Woollahra Council's 2 June 2009 Traffic Committee Meeting
Item Y5 – Edgecliff Road/Wallis Street Traffic Calming

The proposed traffic calming proposals for Edgecliff Road's intersection with Wallis Street is supported in principle, but with some severe concerns about the design implied by the sketch – Annexure 1.  

The concerns are addressed below with the request that all issues raised be fully addressed in the detailed final construction design for the intersection treatment.  BIKEast would appreciate an opportunity to comment on the final design.  

Overall concerns:

BIKEast believes that the current pair of shoulder lanes along Edgecliff Road do not comply with minimum safety and comfort standards for cyclist.  Traffic speeds are well in excess of 50km/h (85 percentile) and traffic volume exceeds 12,000 vehicles per day, which is where separated bicycle facilities should be provided.  The introduction of traffic calming measures to reduce speeds to the 50km/h speed zoning will help reduce the potential hazard.

Some pedestrian and cyclist safety issues are not adequately addressed.  Modifications to the current design are suggested that would help to address these.  But such modifications are likely to further affect existing kerb side parking and require some new signage.

The loss of between 6 – 8 car parking spaces as a result of the proposals does not seem to have been addressed.

BIKEast is not aware of the advice relating to Edgecliff Road provided under the Bike Plan Review recently completed by consultants.  However, as there is currently no alternative to the existing shoulder lanes committed, the issues below focus on modifications to reduce hazards.

Issues:

The attached drawing, being a modification and explication of Annexure 1 design and photo, (JPEG files) illustrate the issues raised.

Bike shoulder lane

1. Bike lane width
The existing shoulder lanes are not consistently the 1.4m desired minimum width.
For example, the parking and shoulder lane width between the continuous L5 style line-marking and the kerb face, in front of No. 300 – 306, is only 3.1 down to as little as 3.0m wide, instead of an overall minimum width of 3.4m being provided (2.0m parking + 1.4m bike shoulder lane. 
The lane width carried between the median and kerb should not be less than 1.2m wide.

2. Lane on north side not shown
The existing shoulder lane along the northern side of Edgecliff Road is not shown.  The consequence of introducing the centre medians is that the 6 car parking spaces fronting No 249 to 241 Edgecliff Road are lost and No Stopping signs need to be introduced.  Alternatively, the loss of the northern shoulder lane is totally unacceptable given traffic speeds and levels.

3. Lane across face of Wallis
It is important that the lane along the face of Wallis Street be painted green, particularly as it is to be carried through inside the concrete median proposed to be located east of the Wallis St intersection.  The issue is turning traffic, particularly left turning vehicles may not be sufficiently aware of the bike lane continuing through the intersection.

4. Storm grate outside No. 308
The existing grate needs to be replaced with a 'bike safe' grate (see photo next page)
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Location and dimensions of concrete medians

The Wallis Street medians where located as shown
is fine, except that it is important for the space 
between the northern Wallis Street and central median 
be set at a max., of 3.2m apart to avoid a squeeze 
point for cyclists travelling east down Wallis Street 
in a mixed traffic situation (sharing the lane with 
other vehicles).  Note: Median separation must be below
3.3m or above 3.7m to avoid this problem.

It is assumed that because Edgecliff Road is a bus 
route and that the medians in that road will provide for 
3.2m traffic lane width between them.

Pedestrian crossing of Edgecliff Road

There is no formal pedestrian crossing facility along Edgecliff Road within sight of Wallis Street.  The provision of the medians within Edgecliff Road will attract crossing here without the central medians offering a width adequate to offer reasonably safe two-stage crossing.  This is unacceptable given that the current design leads to a loss of 6 parking spaces and wider central medians can therefore be easily provided for.  (See amended Annexure A diagram)

Conclusion 
Some further design consideration is warranted before adoption of this proposal.

Incidentally, the proposal to introduce 50 km/h speed zoning for Old South Head Road (Item Y4) is most welcome.  

Submitted for further consideration.
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Adrian Boss
Woollahra Coordinator – BIKEast
1 June 2009.  

Amended Annexure 1 (below), that shows pedestrian refuges permitted by the space where in any event, 6 car parking spaces are lost to accommodate the proposed medians
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